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As chief justice, Jefferson continually advocated for the elimination of partisan 
races in Texas judicial contests. Many of his speeches focused on the corrosive influence 
of money in judicial elections. As Jefferson told the 81st Legislature in his state of the 
judiciary address in 2009, “Sadly, we have now become accustomed to judicial races 
in which the primary determinants of victory are not the flaws of the incumbent or 
qualities of the challenger, but political affiliation and money.”2 Although Jefferson 
repeatedly had to compete in those partisan elections, he was well aware of the way 
judicial elections worked in Texas, once stating the following:

You don’t know who I am. I don’t blame you. I have been on the statewide ballot three times, 
in 2002, 2006 and 2008. I was elected each time by impressive margins. Yet a July 2008 
statewide poll found that 86 percent of the electorate “never heard of ” me. I won because 
Texans voted for Rick Perry, Kay Bailey Hutchison and John McCain.3

Jefferson was reelected not because Texans were familiar with his record but 
because of Texans’ reliance on straight-ticket partisan voting in judicial contests. And, 
according to Jefferson, “a justice system based on Democratic or Republican judging is 
a system that cannot be trusted.”4

Jefferson has long advocated the elimination of partisan elections and the adoption 
of a merit system of judicial selection. There are different types of merit systems, but 
they all generally involve some sort of appointment process, often accompanied by 
retention elections. The advantage is that these systems remove partisan labels, partisan 
pandering, and regular campaigning from the judicial process. The result is a system of 
judicial selection that is more likely to appear impartial. For Jefferson, “A system that 
cannot provide equal access to justice, that does not protect the endangered and the 

Jefferson Wallace 
resigned from his post 
on the Supreme Court 
of Texas in 2013. During 
his time as chief justice, 
Wallace promoted 
transparency in the court 
in an effort to advance 
justice for all.
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